ABC’s of 1st Grade!
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Absences: Please send a written excuse to school with your child by the second day he/she returns to school from his/her illness. If you do not have a written excuse, the absence will be unexcused.


Accelerated Reader: Accelerated Reader (AR), is used to build reading comprehension.  Students will read an AR book at least three times and then take a test in the classroom.  Not all books are AR books. Please visit the website www.arbookfind.com to check the title of a book your child has read.  


Arrival/Attendance:  Students should arrive on time for school.  The bell rings at 7:45AM, and they should be in the room by 7:50AM.
Art: Art class will be held once every eight days. 
[image: image3.wmf] is for…
Birthdays: Parents may bring birthday cupcakes. Cupcakes can only be eaten during lunch and must be store-bought. Students will receive a coupon for free ice cream from the ice cream cart.  Their name will also be announced during morning announcements.
.
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Checks:  Please send a separate check for each item or event.  

Computers: Computer class is held once every eight days.  We also use computers in our classroom during center time and AR testing.
Communication:  Our main communication will be through our JUNGLE binders.  There is a place for you to write notes or concerns in the agenda. You may also email me at lwilliams2@tipton-county.com
Conduct:  Please look at your child’s conduct daily and initial in their agenda book.
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Discipline: If a student displays negative behavior in the classroom, they will clip down.  Students can possibly lose recess, have silent lunch, time out, phone call home, or be excluded from the T.R.A.C.K program. Conduct grades will also be lowered. If the student has extremely negative behavior they will be sent to the principal’s office. Please refer to the discipline and T.R.A.C.K. plans for greater details.
Donations:  Sometimes our class needs additional items for activities.  You may see donation item requests listed in the newsletter or on the class webpage.  
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Emergency Information: Please make sure that all emergency information is current.
E-mail: My email address is lwilliams2@tipton-county.com; please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns. 
[image: image7.wmf] is for…

Field Trip: We will be going on an educational field trip this year.  
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Grade Distribution:  First grade students are given letter grades for the following subjects:  Reading, English, Spelling, and Math.

Guided Reading:  Your child will participate in guided reading groups.  This is designed to improve your child’s reading skills at their current reading level.

Gym or Health: Physical Education (P.E.) or Health is held every other day. Children must wear sneakers on gym days.  See specials calendar for specific days.
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Homework:  Homework helps review and practice skills and concepts introduced in the classroom. It also teaches good work habits and responsibility. Homework can be found in the JUNGLE Book’s homework folder. Hmework is given most days and is due the following morning.  
Honor Roll: Students that have all A’s will be on the principal’s list.  Students that have all A’s and B’s will be on the A-B honor roll.  If a student has a conduct grade of N or U, that is not considered honorable and will be excluded from the honor roll.
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Illness: We practice a Fever-Free policy.  We ask that your child be fever-free at least 24 hours before returning to school.

Independent Reading:  Students will be given time each day to read independently.  
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Journal Entries: Your child will complete a journal entry each day.
JUNGLE Binder: Your child will bring home their JUNGLE Binder daily. It includes an agenda, spelling and sight words, weekly homework, reading log, and important classroom information. I will enter their daily conduct grade in their agenda book each day.
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Kindness: Students in our classroom are encouraged and expected to treat all members of our class as well as others with kindness and respect.
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Learning Centers:  Students will work in learning centers while I work with guided reading groups.  This is a fun way for students to improve and work on various literacy skills that are being taught. 
Library: Library is held once every eight days. When students borrow books from the school library, they must return them by the following library day. 
Lunch: Our lunch is from 11:25-11:50. Please sign in at the front desk and meet your child in the cafeteria if you are visiting for lunch.  Please send checks or cash to cover student’s lunch.  Place lunch money in the zipper pocket located in the JUNGLE binder.  Parents are welcomed to visit during lunch.  I ask that you allow our class the first 3 weeks without visitors.  We will practice our lunch procedures during this time.
Lunch Number:  Please practice the new number with your child.  He or she will enter it at lunch daily.  
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Music: Music class is held once every eight days. 
Make-up Work:  If a student is absent they will receive makeup work.  The work should be completed and returned within 2 days.  
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Newsletter: A weekly newsletter will be sent home every Monday that will keep you informed about things we are learning in class. This is a great way to stay informed of our class news, special activities, and upcoming events. You can also find the weekly newsletter on the class website. 
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Open Communication:  Please contact me when you have a question or concern.  I will be more than happy to help you in any way I can.
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Parental Involvement: Your support of school activities makes your child feel important and sends the message that you value school.
Projects: Students will complete at least one at-home project this year.  
P.T.O. (Parent Teacher Organization): Each year this organization works hard to provide activities and essentials for Atoka Elementary. Please show your support and appreciation by becoming a member and volunteering whenever possible.
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Questions: Please email or call if you have questions. The best form of communication is through email.  I will return any messages as soon as possible.
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Reading Homework: Your student should read every night! Students may read leveled readers, reading textbooks, library books, or their own personal books.
Recess:  Students will have recess daily unless there is extreme weather. 
Restroom Breaks: Students will go to the restroom daily with the class.  Students will be allowed to go to the restroom without the class if it is an emergency.  
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Snack: We will have snack every day since we have a late lunch.  It will be in between specials and recess.  If you want your child to have a snack, please remember to send one with them each day.  Snack cart runs on Fridays.  Your child may bring a snack to school or purchase something from the snack cart.
Spelling/Word Study:   Each week we will learn new high frequency words, along with a new spelling pattern. During the week we will complete daily activities with these words to allow the students to become quite familiar with them. The new weekly words will be sent home every Monday. The students will be assessed on these words on Fridays.
Stanford: National assessment completed in 1st and 2nd grade during the week of TCAP testing.  
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Tardies: Students are considered tardy after 7:50 am.  Four tardies OR early checkouts equal one absence.

Test: 
Spelling - Students will complete Spelling tests on Fridays.


Reading - Students will complete Reading tests on Fridays.
Math Chapter Test - Test will be given when a chapter is completed.

Grammar - Grammar test will be given when a chapter/unit is completed.

Sight Words - Sight word testing will be completed at the end of each month.
Toys:  Toys (including fidget spinners and “Silly Bands”) are not allowed at school.  Many times they cause distractions in the classroom. Bringing these items to school will result in clipping down. 
T.R.A.C.K Program:  Students with good behavior will participate in the T.R.A.C.K program.  Fun activities are scheduled at the end of each quarter.  Please see student agenda for more details on this program.  
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Unique: Each student is unique. Children come with a variety of personalities and learning preferences. Some children are strong visual learners and can see a word once or twice and remember it forever. Other children are better auditory learners and can easily hear and blend sounds to figure out many words. Some children need a lot of structure and guidance; other children are very self-directed and learn best when they can choose topics about which they want to read and write. In our classroom, various instructional techniques and methods will be used to help all students be successful and to meet the individual needs of each student.
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Visitors: Visitors are welcome, however they are required to use the front door and check in at the office to obtain a visitor pass.  Make sure to have a picture ID ready to be checked when you come to visit.
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Website: You can refer to our class website for a variety of information pertinent to our class. 
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X-periences! I know that the students will have many fun and interesting learning experiences this year! First grade is a time for students to enjoy school and continue becoming life-long learners!!
[image: image26.wmf] and [image: image27.wmf] are for…

This will be a wonderful year and it will zoom by! I am so happy to have your child in my class and I know we are going to have a fantastic year!! 
